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Ladies and gentlemen, since my Report to the ABdflyaar May, our Society has continued to achitsve i
objectives as well as grow in numbers.

Arising from the panel discussion on “Researchdtlm the Caribbean” at last year’s Bioethics Faramwell
as suggestions coming from the audience, our BSECWHive subsequently worked for several weeks on a
“Template for establishing Research Ethics Commitie Caribbean countries”. This important manves
then endorsed by the Executive for distributiothi® Chief Medical Officers (CMOs) of countries assdhe
Caribbean with an invitation to them to become merslof BSEC, and was subsequently mailed out to ihe
January of this year. This manual documentsrtipoitant steps for establishing research ethicswtiees
and the guidelines for the contents of researchgeals. The manual will also be made availabtsiaBSEC
website in the members’ section of the Forum, wiciccessible to all paid-up members of BSEC.s Eh
another step in our accomplishing our mission @BISEC Constitution — which is to increase knowkedgd
understanding through promoting and fostering @eéibons about bioethical issues across the Engpslaking
Caribbean. It also furthers one of the Objectstesed in our Constitution — that of promoting tlevelopment
of institutional mechanisms for addressing ethissilies arising in all aspects of health, reseandhpalicy-
making.

In June 2007, BSEC produced itSNewsletter, entitled “Bioethics Caribe — A CaribeSociety”, with our
Vice-President, Prof. Cheryl Mcpherson being itg#d&dand — as we say in Jamaica — its “head codkbanttle-
washer”. She designed its format and includegthsentations made at last year’s Bioethics Forum i
Jamaica. The Newsletter was sent via email toualimembers, and is currently posted at our BSEGSite
for all to read.

This Newsletter is another vehicle in the acconmpfient of the Mission of BSEC and achieves anothtreo
Objectives in our Constitution, that of promotirggearch and the publication thereof to providecethased
information for practicing professionals and thegml public.

In furtherance of our Mission Statement, | was ableonnect BSEC into networks with various inté¢ioaal
agencies and organizations that work in Bioethi¥ge are now also listed at the European Commission
SINAPSE, which lists world-wide resources to praviibtter use of expertise in policy-making. Gesy of
our website coordinator, Mr. Christopher Muir M.Szur website also now provides a number of “links
interest” related to Bioethics.

Having facilitated the setting up of research etliemmittees across the Caribbean through the lguwedan
our manual, I then turned my attention to the megtmise | had made in my inaugural speech at tnecla of
BSEC, that of also facilitating the setting up eflth care ethics committees. To this end, a tatagor
establishing such committees has been designedi@mathted to members of the BSEC Executive foirthe
input and discussion. We will inform you subsedlyeas it evolves.

In June last year, five of our members in Jamaieeevinvited to serve on the steering committeestaldish a
National Bioethics Committee in Jamaica. Aftéeatling a 2 day planning workshop under the auspmtéhe
UNESCO Commission for National Bioethics Committaad the Nuffield Council on Bioethics in the Unite
Kingdom, a template was developed for establistiegCommittee in Jamaica. Our Honorary Secrefuof.
Ralph Robinson has since been attending subseplaeming meetings and we were informed 2 weekslaafo
the Minister of Government who has responsibildy WUNESCO — under whose portfolio the Committee kfou
function, has now endorsed the Committee. Thésgdawed the way for it now to be officially laundhe



Members of BSEC in Trinidad, under the leadershipro Grace Charran, are also involved in plans to
establish a National Bioethics Committee in thatntoy. They have had a number of meetings inrdgsird,
and have kept me up to date on their deliberatidfs.wish them God’s speed in their endeavours.

Planning for our next BSEC Annual Forum, whichase held in Trinidad in May next year, has alreadgun
with a planning committee in that country chairgdolr Treasurer, Dr. Donald Simeon. The theméedy to
be “Ethics and the Environment”. You will be infloed in due course as their plans evolve.

In addition to all the foregoing, we continue t@yde postings of important happenings in bioethicsund the
world at our BSEC website, which has a section¢hatbe viewed by the visiting public in order tw@amplish
another of the Objectives in our Constitution -t thfigoromoting the teaching of bioethics, as wslpaoviding
a forum for all interested persons to exchangesidea address problems in bioethics.

In an effort to maintain contact with our membend eaegularly update them, | have written four (daderly
communications since our last ABM — entitled “Frtme Desk of the President” — dated Oct. 16, 208, 30,
2008, June 30, 2008, and Oct. 2, 2008. In theserwnications, | inform members of happenings smge
last communication, as well as things to come.

Our year’s work ended with the planning and executif another of the Objectives of our Society thging
the hosting of our Bioethics Forum today, whiclome of the means of accomplishing the promotion of
research and publication. Consequently, theaedtproceedings from today’s Forum will be includethe
next Edition of our Newsletter — Bioethics Caribad made available not only to our members who were
unable to be here today, but also will be postemlatvebsite for the general public to access.

As we collectively look forward to further work addressing the needs of our Caribbean people hl tivet
you individually contemplate what you would wishtasdo, and what topic or issue BSEC should nesk se
address. Your Executive is open to your ideasuggestions.

In closing, | would like to heartily thank the hanebrking members of our Executive: Ralph, our Steaxe
Treasurer Donald, and Regional Reps. Tony and itiledamaica, Vice-President Cheryl, and Eastedn an
Southern Regional Reps. Paul and Merle who — detmir inability to attend Executive meetings amaica,
are always quick to respond to discussions and rmagigestions by email. | must single out Chery ber
team here in Grenada for the tremendous job theg tane in preparing for and executing our Foruh an
ABM accomplished today. May I invite you all tovg them a solid round of applause!

| have had a wonderful team to work with, and hihgou all for the privilege of serving as your §ideent over
the preceding year. | look forward to future waska member of our budding Bioethics Society.

Derrick Aarons — BSEC President 2006-2008



